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Wedding Arrangements
WEDDING COSTS

It is considered to be a part of the ministry of Waukesha First Baptist Church for the pastor to conduct the marriage ceremony for members of the congregation.  For active church members there is no set fee.    The organist and the custodian are to receive an honorarium for their services. 

CHURCH MEMBERS FEES:

Counseling………………...
To be arranged with the pastor






Organist……...  
$ 100…...
Wedding only








$ 120…...
Rehearsal and wedding


Soloist …………………….
Arrangements with a soloist are the responsibility of the couple.


Custodian Fees 
$ 40…….
Sanctuary use only



$ 40….….Merrill Room


It is requested that fees be delivered to the pastor at rehearsal.


NON-MEMBER WEDDING FEES

Pastor…………..$ 150



Counseling………………..
To be arranged with the pastor





Organist………  
$ 120…...
Wedding only

   

$ 140…...
Rehearsal and wedding


Sanctuary……..
$ 225 (includes $50 custodian fee)



Merrill Room….
$ 235 (includes $75 custodial fee), each use (Rehearsal Dinner or Reception)

Both Rooms…..
$ 460 (includes $125 custodial fee)


Terms


A Deposit is Required to Reserve Your Wedding Date


    $100 deposit for use of Sanctuary or Merrill Room


    $230 deposit for use of both Sanctuary & Merrill Room


    $330 deposit for use of Sanctuary & 2 uses of Merrill Room (Rehearsal dinner & reception)


Balance due 30 days prior to wedding date.  


Cancellation Policy


    If cancelled 7 days or more before date, total rental fees less $50 (cancellation fee) will be 


 refunded.


    If cancelled less than 7 days, the total rental fees are non-refundable.
ADDITIONAL FACILITIES
A dressing room is provided for the wedding party. 

Merrill Room:
Active members of Waukesha First Baptist Church can negotiate with the Hospitality Committee regarding use of the Merrill Room and kitchen for large or small receptions.

Non-members may rent the Merrill Room.  Please see “Wedding Costs” and “Terms”.
GENERAL INFORMATION
GENERAL INFORMATION

All events and dates (Wedding, rehearsal, reception) must be scheduled with the church office.  Please call (262) 542-7233.  

Your Wedding date will be reserved upon receipt of your deposit.  See “Wedding Costs” and “Terms”.  

As we may have more than one ceremony scheduled on any day, we need to restrict time use as follows:



Rehearsal:  
You will have use of the Sanctuary for up to 1 1/2 hours.  If you have reserved 

the Merrill Room for your Rehearsal Dinner, you will have the room for up to 2 hours.


Wedding: 
The Church will be opened for your use for 
1-1/2 hours before the 
ceremony and 1-1/2  hours for  the 
ceremony, receiving line and pictures.  


Reception:  
If you have reserved the Merrill Room for a reception, you may use it for up to 3 
hours. 

The church has a policy which does not permit the use of alcohol on church property or cigarettes in the church building. 

The church requests that only “birdseed” be thrown outside of the church building.

Flowers are to be ordered and delivery arranged by the couple and florist.  The couple is asked to notify the church office if you plan to leave the flowers for the Sunday morning church service.

Aisle runner, if desired, needs to be 48 feet in length, and is to be furnished by the wedding party.

You are welcome to have a pastor from another church perform your ceremony in our Sanctuary.

The church has a projector and sound system that you may use. You will need to contact Pastor Jim Carlson to coordinate and learn the operation of the equipment.

Candles and special bulletins are to be provided by the couple.

All windows and doors must be closed and locked after the wedding has concluded. 

No flowers are to be placed on any musical instrument in the sanctuary (organ console, piano, harpsichord.)    

No food allowed in the church buildings unless you have arranged and reserved the Merrill Room for Rehearsal Dinner and/or Reception.

The setup (and take-down) of the Merrill Room for a rehearsal dinner and/or reception is the responsibility of the couple (including chairs and tables).  The bulletin boards may be covered if desired, but nothing can be removed.  (Merrill Room max. occupancy: 120 persons)

Please note: the Sanctuary is not air-conditioned.

ALL ROOMS MUST BE LEFT AS FOUND.  

THE MARRIAGE
Marriage within a Christian Church is a serious matter.  We at Waukesha First Baptist are concerned about the covenant you make between yourselves and God, and the witnesses to your marriage.  The pastoral staff is eager to enable you to begin your life together with a sound and serious understanding of the nature of marriage in the Christian Church.

By seeking marriage within the church, you are publicly expressing your desire to bring a deeper dimension to your relationship.  This desire expresses itself not only in belief in God but also in commitment to the church, and attendance at worship.

If you are not a church member, you may wish to speak to the pastor about that commitment.  First Baptist is very intentional about ministering to you at the time of your marriage.  Prayers on your behalf will be offered by the congregation following your wedding.  The concern of the pastors continue as you begin your life together.

We offer counseling to couples well in advance of the wedding date.  It is important to begin your wedding plans with the pastor.  All dates are first come first served, please reserve early!

THE WEDDING
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS regarding marriage are set by the State of Wisconsin.  It is the responsibility of the couple to fulfill these requirements.  The marriage license should be presented to the pastor at the rehearsal.  

Please Note: If another pastor is performing the ceremony, please send a copy of your marriage license to our church office for our records.

MUSIC
You will need to arrange for an organist/musician for your wedding.  First Baptist Church does have an organist, and we will be happy to give you his/her contact information.
